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Social Determinants of Health 
 

Chronic school absenteeism 
 
Chronically absent students have higher suspension and dropout rates, and 
decreased high school graduation, college enrollment and college persistence. An 
array of social determinants can be barriers to students being in school, including 
poor health, poverty, transportation, and other familial and community factors.i  
 
Oregon has one of the highest levels of chronic school absenteeism in the nation.ii In 
the 2017–2018 school year, approximately 21 percent (113,000) of Oregon students 
in all grades were chronically absent from school (defined as missing 10% or more 
of the school year, approximately 16 days).iii According to 2017 Oregon Healthy 
Teens (OHT) Survey data, approximately 19 percent of 11th graders reported 
missing 16 or more days of school for any reason.  
 
The 2017 OHT data echoes findings in national literature. Students who are 
chronically absent report fewer A and B grades, higher rates of depression and 
worse mental and physical health than students who are not chronically absent 
(Figure 1). 
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In 2017, Asian students report being chronically absent at a lower rate (10%), and 
American Indian/Alaska Natives at a higher rate (27%) than their peers of other 
races and ethnicities (Figure 2).  

 

 

 
Additional Resources: Oregon Chief Education Office, 2016 Chronic Absenteeism Report; 
Chronic Absenteeism Statewide Plan, 2016 

 
About the Data: Data source is the Oregon Healthy Teens Survey (OHT). OHT is a pencil 
and paper or online survey conducted every two years among Oregon 8th and 11th graders 
within schools. Chronic absenteeism is defined as being absent 10% or more of the school 
year, approximately 16 days. Data includes responses that indicate students missed “16 or 
more” days in the last 12 months for any reason. 

 
For More Information Contact: adolescent.program@state.or.us  
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http://education.oregon.gov/portfolio/2016-chronic-absenteeism-report-2/
http://res.cloudinary.com/bdy4ger4/image/upload/v1480721381/Chronic_Absenteeism_Report_Dec_2016_by7khd.pdf
mailto:adolescent.program@state.or.us
https://www.oregon.gov/oha/PH/ABOUT/Pages/HealthStatusIndicators.aspx
https://www.oregon.gov/oha/PH/ABOUT/Pages/HealthStatusIndicators.aspx
mailto:dhs-oha.publicationrequest@state.or.us
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